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PRESIDENT
REPUBLIC OF INDIA

MESSAGE

The centenary celebration of the Tamil Nadu legislature is

indeed a momentous occasion. This legislature sowed the seeds of
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democracy that flourished in full bloom subsequently. It also set the
template for the representative governance that embodies the true
spirit of democracy. Much of the richness of Indian democracy is
derived from the Tamil Nadu legislature and is appreciated all across
the world.

| am also happy to know that the Tamil Nadu legislature will also
include a portrait of Thiru M. Karunanidhi, much like the portraits of
many great leaders such as Mahatma Gandhi, C. Rajagopalachari,
B.R. Ambedkar and V. O. Chidambaram Pillai. This is a fine tribute to
the stalwart who worked every moment of his life for the welfare of
those living on the margins.

My best wishes to the State of Tamil Nadu for its consistent

march towards progress and prosperity.
Ruvkovond

(Ram Nath Kovind)

NG

~ NewDelhi
- August 31, 2021
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VICE-PRESIDENT OF INDIA
MESSAGE

I am happy to know that the Centenary celebrations of the Tamil Nadu Legislature
are being organized at Fort Saint George, Chennai on 2%August, 2021. Completion of 100
years is indeed a major landmark in the journcy of this vibrant institution of democracy, and |
congratulate all present and former members, staff and the people of Tamil Nadu on this
historic occasion.

Legislatures are the cornerstone of democracy as they provide the basis for the
actions of the executive and the judiciary. By formulating laws and deliberating on issues of
larger public concern, legislatures ensure the accountability of the government of the day and
also provide policy guidance to it. They play a crucial role in socio-economic development
and transformation of the nation. '

However, the credibility and standing of our legislatures, of late, have declined in the
public eye with disruption and unruly behavior becoming a norm rather than the exception.
Therefore, it becomes imperative to uphold the ‘Decency, Dignity and Decorum’ of these
teraples of democracy through adherence to three ‘Ds’ namely, ‘Debate, Discuss and
Decide’. Legislators should set an example to others by their good conduct and consistently
good performance.

The Tamil Nadu Legislature has a long and rich history that it can justly be proud of.
It has been home to many a stalwart of Indian politics who enriched our vibrant democracy
through their phcnomenal contribution. It is a matter of happiness that a portrait of former
Tamil Nadu Chicf Minister and veteran leader, Dr. Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi is being
unveiled on this special occasion. This would indeed be a fitting tribute to the great leader.

[ am confident that in the time to come, Tamil Nadu Legislature will continue to
reflect the aspirations and drcams of the people of the state,

1 once again cxtend my heartiest greetings and best wishes to all legislators and
people of Tamil Nadu. May the legislators continuc to serve the people, who have clected
them, in the best possible manner and improve the quality of pcople’s lives.I am happy to
know that Centenary Celebrations of the Tamil Nadu Legislature is being organized on 2™

. August, 2021 at Fort Saint George, Chennai and to coinmemorate tiic event a souvenir is
. being published on this occasion.

Wl

(M. Venkaiah Naig) ——
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Prime Minister

MESSAGE

I am pleased to learn about the Centenary celebrations of Tamil Nadu Legislature.
Greetings and heartiest congratulations to all the representatives and the people of
the State on this landmark occasion. I recall the contributions of all those who
have served in this Assembly over the years.

The 100 year evolutionary journey of Tamil Nadu Legislature is steeped in history
and the festivities at Fort St. George reflect the sense of pride and joy in every
person of Tamil Nadu. The journey of the Assembly is both inspiring and
educating at the same time.

Rooted in age-old democratic principles of discussion and deliberation on issues
of public interest, the lively debates have aimed to fulfil aspirations of the
common people. The wide gamut of issues raised by the peoples’ representatives
showecases the glorious traditions that have been an integral part of our rich social,
cultural and political traditions based on cooperation and consultation,

I am glad that a portrait of Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi Ji is being unveiled on this
occasion. His vast experience in public life is admired across the nation. The
Tamil Nadu Assembly has had some very distinguished members such as
Thiru K Kamaraj, Thiru CN Annadurai, Thiru MGR and Selvi Jayalalithaa Ji,
whose interventions on the floor of the House have been greatly respected.

Tamil Nadu Legislature has further nurtured and nourished its legacy,
accommodating various hues of opinion through dialogue in its day-to-day
functioning. May the Centenary celebrations of Tamil Nadu State Legislature fill
the people and representatives of the State with new energy and fresh spirit to take
this institution and the State to even greater heights.

The Souvenir being published on the occasion will encapsulate its splendour for
the present generations and posterity. May the publication be read and liked
widely.

I wish the Centenary celebrations resounding success.

%

(Narendra Modi)

New Delhi
HTEOT 11, 97 9 1943
August 02, 2021
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GOVERNOR
TAMIL NADU
MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to note that the Tamil Nadu Legislature,
a vibrant institution of democracy has successfully completed hundred years
of its glorious existence and is witnessing centenary celebrations in a grand
manner on 2nd August 2021. This democratic institution has paved way for
passing numerous path breaking legislations and also historical resolutions
by many successive Governments, solely with a view to bring progress and
peace in the life of all citizens of the State, especially the weaker sections of
society. All these remarkable achievements of this institution have
strengthened the democratic values and ethos.

| wish and hope that the rich traditions and legacy of Tamil Nadu
Legislature would be reinforced further by the unstinted efforts of the newly
elected members of the 16th Legislative Assembly reflecting the aspirations
and dreams of the people.

It is also heartening to note that the portrait of great politician, former
Chief Minister Dr. Kalaignar M.Karunanidhi is also being unveiled on this
momentous occasion of commemoration of the centenary year and it is a
befitting tribute to Dr. Kalaignar who had served for the people especially for
the oppressed classes of society.

| convey my best wishes for the grand success of the centenary

celebrations.

(BANWARILAL PUROHIT)
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MESSAGE

I am pleased to know that Centenary Celebrations of Tamil
Nadu Legislative Assembly to commemorate the 100 years of
Tamil Nadu Legislature is being held and a Souvenir is being
brought out to mark this historic and momentous event.

Tamil Nadu Legislature is one of the oldest legislative bodies
in the country. Stalwarts like Thiru C. Rajagopalachari,
Thiru K Kamaraj, Dr. M. Karunanidhi, Dr. MG Ramachandran,
Dr. J. Jayalalithaa have made invaluable contribution in building a
strong Tamil Nadu Legislature.

| hope that this souvenir would help provide great insight
into the glorious history of legislature of Tamil Nadu.

| congratulate Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly on the
Commemoration of the 100th year of the Tamil Nadu Legislature
and extend my best wishes for the event.

Q@

(Om Birla)
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PREAMBLE

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INIHA,
having solemnly resolved to constitute India nto a
SOV EREIGN SOCTALIST
SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REFUBLIC
and 1o secure 1o all its citizens:
JUSTICE, social, cconomic and political,
LIBERTY of thought, cxpression,
belief, faith and worship;
FOUALITY of suatus and of opporiunity;
and 1o promote among them all
FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the
indrvidual and the unity and
mtegnity of the Nation,

INOUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY
this twenty=sinth day of November, 1949, do
HEREBY ADOFT, ENACT AND GIVE TO
OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION
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Ffen Warm= Nirmala Sitharaman
fas Tq HaRe T 934 Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs
HRG AP Government of India
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» b August, 2021

MESSAGE

Happy to note that the Centenary Celebrations of the Tamil Nadu
Legislature is being organised on 2™ August, 2021 at Fort Saint George,
Chennai, to mark the hundred years of its glorious heritage and democratic
achievements and also its illustrious functioning.

"1

During this period, many historical legislations were passed which
helped in empowering all sections of the society and strengthening the
democratic values.

It is also heartening to learn that the portrait of former Chief Minister and
veteran Legislator Dr. Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi is proposed to be unveiled on
this momentous occasion.

[ Nirmala Sitharaman ]

Best wishes for the success of the function.

EEE R

Office : 134, North Block, New Delhi-110001 Tel. : 23092810, 23092510 Fax : 23092828
Residence : 15, Safdarjung Road, New Delhi - 110011, Tel. : 23793791 Fax : 23793792
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I take this opportunity to thank our Honourable
President for gracing this House with his presence
and making this historic event more special.

I also like to express my sincere gratitude to our
Honourable Governor of Tamil Nadu for presiding over.
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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Pinarayi Vijayan

03 August, 2021.

MESSAGE

Thank you for your letter regarding the centenary celebrations of
the Tamil Nadu Legislature. However, | received it only after the
celebrations were over.

As you know, the erstwhile Malabar District which was part of the
Madras Presidency under British India, is now part of Kerala. Therefore,
the TN Legislature’s centenary is a momentous occasion for us too,
especially for Northern Kerala. | am sure that all the activities planned as
part of its celebrations - including the unveiling of Kalaignar Karunanidhi’s
portrait and the release of the souvenir - went well and were a grand
success.

Please accept Kerala State’s as well as my personal greetings on the
centenary celebrations, of the Tamil Nadu Legislature.

Yours sincerely,

Pinarayi Vijayan
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The Lord Willingdon,
Governor of Madras request
The Duke of Connaught

to Inaugurate The Council - 12-1-1921

is Excellency The Governor Of Madras, Lord Willingdon, in requesting His Royal
Highness the Duke of Connaught to inaugurate the Madras Legislative Council, said:-

“May it please Your Royal Highness, - It is my
privilege, on behalf of the Government and of the
people of the Madras Presidency and their elected
representatives assembled in this Council Chamber,
to offer to Your Royal Highness a most cordial and
respectful welcome to this the senior Province in
India and to assure you that it is to us a matter of very
special gratification that Your Royal Highness landing
on the shores of India on this memorable occasion
should have taken place at our capital city. Fort St.
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George, under the ramparts of which this Council
Chamber lies, marked the first establishment of the
British Empire in India, and it is indeed appropriate
that the same spot should now, nearly three hundred
years later, witness an event no less momentous to the
destiny of India and fraught, as we trust, with no less
benefit to its peoples.

We in Madras share with the rest of India in
the disappointment caused by the postponement
of the visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of
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Wales, whom, we trust, we may have the privilege of
welcoming to this country before long, but we rejoice
that his place as the representative of His Majesty the
King Emperor on the occasion of the inauguration of
our new constitution has been taken by Your Royal
Highness of whose personal services to this country
in the past we have a lively recollection, and whose
acquaintance with the problems of Indian Government
ensures on the part of Your Royal Highness a special
measure of understanding and sympathy.

Your Royal Highness’ presence in this Chamber
as the respresentative of His Imperial Majesty once
more bears testimony to the deep affection and concern
for the interests of India and its people which have
always been evinced by His Majesty of and indeed
by all the members of the Royal family. We in the
Madras Presidency of whatever race and creed, desire
humbly to reciprocate that affection and beg your
Royal Highness to convey to his imperial majesty an
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assurance of the deep loyalty and devotion which now
as heretofore we bear to His Throne and Person.

The which

Highness is about to inaugurate admits the elected

new constitution Your Royal
representatives of the people of India for the first
time to share in the Government of the country, and
we recognize in it the foundation upon which will
be raised in the years to come the completed edifice
of our constitutional freedom, as a full partner in
the fortunes of the British Empire. We pray that
under God’s providence the labours of this, the first
popularly elected Assembly to be constituted in
India, may, with the full co-operation of all classes
and creeds of His Majesty’s subjects, lead ever more
and more to the prosperity and development of our
Presidency, to the peace, contentment, and happiness
of its people, and to the strengthening of the bonds
which bind us to the British Empire.




Inaugural Speech Of
His Royal Highness The Duke Of Connaught

Your Excellency, Mr. President and Members
of the Madras Legislative Council By the command
of His Majesty the King Emperor, I have come to
India to inaugurate on his behalf the new constitution
of which in Madras this Council is an integral part,
and to bring his affectionate greetings to his Indian
people. My presence here today is a token of His
Majesty’s lively interest in this great movement of
orderly progress towards constitutional liberty, and
of his wishes for its success. Your welcome to me
as the King Emperor’s delegate is a fitting response
to his message of goodwill. It will be my pleasing
duty to convey it to His Majesty, and to lay before
him your assurances of loyalty and devotion to His
Throne and Person.

Your Excellency and gentlemen - I thank you for
your welcome to me personally, and your reference
to my previous association with India. Years have
passed-years of rapid change-since I served in this
country, but my memories of it are vivid and happy.
I still have many friends among its people, and I
deeply rejoice to visit it again.

It is a source of special pleasure to me to meet
here as your Governor my friend Lord Willingdon.
To the zealous discharge of his office he has brought
those remarkable gifts of charm and personality
which have everywhere gained him respect and
affection. In Lord Willingdon you have a man who
represents the best that England has to give you, the
finest type of an English gentleman.

No place in India could more appropriately
have been selected for entering upon the important
duty with which His Majesty has entrusted me. It
was here that the connexion between India and the
British Empire was first definitely established. It was
in Fort St. George that Clive began the career during
which, aided largely by the courage and tenacity of
Madras troops, he secured a footing for the British
power. It was here, nearly a hundred years ago, that
Sir Thomas Munro as Governor of this Province, first
defined, in a despatch to the Court of Directors, the
true policy and the only vindication of the British
connexion - that the people of India should be taught,
and guided, and fitted to govern themselves.

At last that policy is ripening into fruition. In
this historic Presidency it will be the task of Your
Excellency and your officers, of you the Members
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of the Legislative Council, and of the Ministers who
will be drawn from among you, to cherish its growth
and to hand it on to your successors, a stage further
towards perfect maturity. In that task I have come to
wish you godspeed on behalf of your Sovereign and
the sister nations of our Empire.

In India, as elsewhere, political development
is only a vehicle for human life and human progress.
Its function is to provide a nation with means for
increasing the happiness of the people. The form
has an importance of its own; but the spirit is vital;
for liberty, unless human brotherhood follows in its
steps, may easily become a greater tyranny. With
those, therefore, who would share in the building-up
of your newconstitution, the thought of the people’s
happiness must ever be paramount and I can imagine
how, at this epoch in your history, your minds are
turning towards that high ideal. The pursuit of it
demands of you many qualities - patience, insight,
sympathy and the like - but if I were to try to enumerate
them, I should conclude in the well-known words
that “the greatest of these is charity’. I mean not only
courtesy between political opponents and tolerance
of antagonistic views, though those virtues will be
needed to sweeten your labours. I am thinking rather
of that wider toleration, which blunts the sharpness of
conflicting interests. It is this form of charity which
must surely be the underlying principle and the aim
of your political growth. India has suffered much in
the past from the clash of religions. She has suffered
from hard distinctions between social orders. These
mean disunion, and disunion is weakness. They mean
constraint, and constraint is unhappiness. To mitigate
these in the future will be your statesmanship.

I cannot pretend to speak to you on the local
topics which will immediately engage the attention of
your Council and your Ministers. I am not sufficiently
familiar with them. But as one who has for many
years watched the unfolding of political freedom in
other lands, and still more as a true friend of India, I
may venture to offer to you, and to the other Councils
which I shall meet elsewhere, a few words of general
application to the great work which lies before you.

Let the first of these be the plea which I have
just put before you. It is a plea that you should sink
differences and magnify points of concord. Thus
united, use your new political machinery to raise



the depressed and to lower the walls between creeds
and castes and hostile interests. The task will be far
from easy, but I am confident that you will not shrink
from it. I now declare the new Legislative Council
for the Madras Presidency established under the

Government of India Act, 1919, to be duly open, and
I join with Your Excellency and with all those who
love India in a heartfelt prayer for the Almighty’s
guidance in your labours™.

Speech Of The Lord Willingdon, Governor Of Madras
Presentation of The Presidential Chair 6-3-1922

Their Excellencies the Governor and Lady Willingdon
arrived at the Council Chamber at 11-05 a.m. and
took their seats on either side of the President. His
Excellency, before presenting the Presidential chair,
addressed the Council in the following terms:

“Mr. President and honourable members of the

Madras Legislative Council:-

I need hardly say to you that it is a very great
pleasure and privilege to Her Excellency and myself
to come here and attend this, to my mind, interesting
ceremony and to hand over as a personal gift from
herself and myself to you, Sir, as the custodian of
all affairs connected with this Legislative Council,
this President’s Chair (Cheers). I think I may
claim, Sir, that both she and I - perhaps I in rather
a greater degree than she - have some hereditary
right to present this chair to any legislative council;
for, as you are all aware, she claims for her father a
gentleman, a great imperial citizen, who lived long
years doing parliamentary work in both Houses of
Parliament and held high offices in the State and in
His Majesty’s Cabinet (Cheers). I think my claim is
still greater, for I can call to my mind in my youth
the time when my grandfather, Speaker Brand, was
Speaker of the House of Commons and therefore I
can truly say I was brought up under the shadow of
the Speaker’s chair (Cheers). Now, Sir, this ceremony
calls certain interesting things to my mind and very
particularly the fact that I have had the honour and
privilege which I think few Governors have had of
presiding over legislative councils for seven years
during my life in India, and I have had practical
Opportunities of witnessing, and of interesting myself
in, all the advances of those legislative councils
during those years. I can recollect the time - and I
think the honourable members who are sitting here
will probably recollect the time too - when it was
not unusual for an honourable member to circulate
a printed document to both the President and every
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honourable member of the House and then come
down to the House and read out that pretty document
to honourable members. Now it is unusual, indeed, I
think it is rather infrequent, for honourable members
to bring down a carefully typewritten document and
read it with due solemnity to honourable members of
the House. Now, Sir, | realize the enormous advance
that has been made in that matter in legislative
councils when I sit up in that gallery (pointing to the
Governor’s box), for find that all your proceedings
are carried out with all the customs and habits of
parliamentary procedure in the House of Commons.
Now, Sir, with that recollection in my mind, may I
not say that I have the full belief that this gift of ours
may be to you a further stepping-stone to reach that
final goal that is promised to you under the reforms
(Cheers ), that this chair may be casting a shadow of
the events which may be coming to you before many
years are over? (Cheers) Mr. President, it is my most
sincere hope that all who succeed you and sit in that
chair may uphold in the highest degree the dignity and
prestige of the Madras Legislative Council (Cheers),
and I trust that they will always conduct the affairs with
that decision, good judgement and tact which have so
eminently characterized your conduct of affairs since
you have held the President’s chair (Cheers). May |
make one personal observation on behalf of my wife
and myself before I conclude these few remarks? It
is this. It is our sincere hope that in future years the
honourable members present and those who succeed
them may call to mind, by the fact of this gift of the
President’s chair, the memory of two people who,
great as their mistakes might have been, and many
as their faults might have been, have tried honestly,
sincerely and devotedly to help forward the progress,
prosperity and welfare of your country.” (Cheers).

The Hon’ble Sir Lionel Davidson: “Mr.
President, few words are needed from me, Sir, to
commend to this House the resolution which I have
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the honour to move. It runs in these terms: That the
respectful thanks of this House be given to Their
Excellencies the Governor and Lady Willingdon
for their kindly and appropriate gift of a President’s
chair. (Cheers). His Excellency has told us, Sir, why
“the gift i1s appropriate, though it was not within
His Excellency’s knowledge that the terms of my
resolution would contain that word. We must all
recognize that it has been a singularly felicitous
thought on the part of Their Excellencies to bestow
this chair on the House, and we all realize, Sir,
how eminently fit you are to occupy it. It only
remains for me to echo what is, I am confident,
the thought of every one in this House, namely,
that Their Excellencies have indeed been sincere
and true friends of the progress of India and that
His Excellency in particular has spared no pains
to advance the future of this country (Cheers). |
will now, Sir, repeat the terms of my resolution,
viz., - that the respectful thanks of this House be
given to Their Excellencies the Governor and Lady
Willingdon for their kindly and appropriate gift of a
President’s chair.” (Cheers).

Diwan Bahadur M.Ramachandra Rao
Pantulu: “Mr.President, I beg to second this motion
and in doing so I associate myself fully with the
observations made by the Hon’ble Sir Lionel
Davidson. In announcing, this gift, sometime last
year, His Excellency made the observation that you,
Sir, would be able to call remembers to order with
even greater dignity than you have hitherto brought
to the discharge of your high office. Those words
of His Excellency peculiarly appropriate and I join
with my Hon’ble friend Sir Lionel Davidson in the
remarks that he has made in regard to yourself as
President of this House. Sir, I sincerely trust and
I join with His Excellency in the hope that the
precedents and conventions established by you and
your successors will contribute to the smooth and
harmonious working of the parliamentary system
that has been inaugurated last year.”

“Ialsojoin with His Excellency in the hope, and
I am sure every hounourable member of this house
has the same thought at the present moment of the
early realization of full responsible government and
the establishment of full self~government in India, to
which His Excellency has referred. Sir, we are aware
that His Excellency has taken a good deal of interest
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in the working of the Reforms, and I believe that this
gift of Their Excellencies is a further proof of their
solicitude for the establishment of parliamentary
forms and methods and for the development of the
system of parliamentary government that has been
brought into operation. We are deeply grateful to
Their Excellencies for this gift. I have only one
word more. I see in the books that the Speakers of
the House of Commons used to take away the arm
chair used by them as Presidents of the assembly
as a memento of their tenure of office (laughter). 1
may, however, inform the Council that there was a
break in the practice since 1832. That is a relief, and
I trust. Sir, that this chair which is the gift of Their
Excellencies will go down to future generations
as a historic relic presented to the Council at the
beginning of the new era. With these words, I beg to
second the motion.

“The Hon’ble the (Thiru
P.Rajagopala Achariyar) :- “Before putting the
motion to the House I should like, with the leave
of honourable members, to express to Their
Excellencies my personal acknowledgement of
their gift and also how greatly I appreciate His
Excellency’s kind reference and also the very kind
reference by the Leader of the House as well as by
the honourable member Mr. Ramachandra Rao to
the way in which I have discharged my duties as
President. I should only like to add one word, viz.,
that any little success that I may have attained in that
direction is due entirely to the heartly and cordial
co-operation that I have had from all sections of the
House. I do not think any President, however capable,
can really manage an assembly like this unless he
commands the respect and confidence-1 would even
say the affectionate respect and confidence - of the
members. And I for my part would like to take this
opportunity to acknowledge most heartily, and to
say how greatly I appreciate, the cordial terms which
have subsisted between the House and its President.
As regards those who may come after me, I can have
no higher wish for them than that they should in
their time find themselves presiding over assemblies
as good as the one over which it is my privilege to
preside now. With these words, I will now put the
motion to the House.”

President

The motion was put and carried amidst

enthusiastic applause.
@
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