
ACHIEVEMENTS OF KALAIGNAR M. KARUNANIDHI 

1967 - 1969 

 

 “Madras State” was renamed as “Tamil Nadu”. 

 Act to provide legal status to the Self-respect Marriages; 

 Two language formula providing for Tamil and English; 

 Surrender of Earned Leave and its encashment for Government 

Servants. 

1969 - 1971 

  Nationalisation of Transport; 

  Transport Corporations established; 

  Electricity to all the villages; 

  Link roads to all the villages having a population of 1500; 

  Slum Clearance Board; 

  Drinking Water Supply and Drainage Board. 

  Free Eye camps Scheme; 

  Beggars Rehabilitation Scheme; 

 Abolition of Hand-pulled Rickshaws and free distribution of Cycle 

Rickshaws; 

  Free Concrete Houses for Scheduled Castes and Tribes; 

  Act to provide conferment of ownership of house-sites (Kudiyiruppu Act); 

 Act fixing fair wages to farm labourers; 

  Police Commission – First in India; 

  Separate Ministry for Backward Classes and Scheduled Castes; 

http://www.assembly.tn.gov.in/history/history.htm


  Constitution of the Backward Classes Commission and increasing the 

quantum of reservation for Backward Classes to 31 per cent from 25 per 

cent and for Scheduled Castes to 18 per cent from 16 per cent; 

  Free Education to all upto P.U.C. ; 

  May Day declared as a Holiday with wages; 

  Birthday of “Nabigal Nayagam” declared as a Holiday; 

1971 - 1976 

  First Agricultural University at Coimbatore; 

  Family Benefit Fund Scheme to Government Employees; 

  Confidential Reports on Government servants abolished; 

  Free Housing Scheme to Fishermen; 

  “Karunai Illam” in Temples for children; 

  Salem Steel Plant; 

  Land Ceiling Act, fixing 15 standard acres as the ceiling; 

  Second Mine-Cut and Electricity Scheme at Neyveli; 

  Petroleum and Industrial Chemicals at Thoothukudi; 

  Small Industries Development Corporation (SIDCO); 

  SIPCOT Complexes; 

  Inclusion of Urdu Speaking Muslims in the list of Backward Classes, like 

Tamil Speaking Muslims; 

  Abolition of Land Tax on dry lands; 

  “Manu Neethi Thittam” ; 

   Poompuhar Shipping Corporation; 

  “Kongu Vellalar” included in the list of Backward Classes; 

  Green Revolution. 

1989 - 1991 



 

  20 per cent  separate reservation for Most Backward Classes including 

Vanniar and Seer Marabinar; 

  18 per cent separate reservation for Scheduled Castes and 1 per cent 

for Scheduled Tribes; 

  Free Education to Most Backward Classes and subject to income ceiling 

to Backward Classes upto Degree level; 

  Free Education to Scheduled Castes and subject to income ceiling to 

women upto Degree level; 

  Free Electricity to Farmers – First time in the Country; 

  Law for equal property rights to women; 

  30 per cent reservation for women in Government services; 

  First Veterinary and Animal Sciences University – First in Asia; 

  Financial Assistance to poor girls for marriages; 

  Financial Assistance to Widows for remarriages; 

  Financial Assistance to encourage inter-caste marriages; 

  Direct Paddy procurement centres; 

  Incentive and payment of cart-hire charges for procurement from 

 farmers; 

  Tamil Nadu Civil Supplies Corporation established; 

  Financial assistance to pregnant women; 

  Wage hike for Government employees on par with the Central 

Government Employees with retrospective effect; 

  Women‟s Self-Help groups benefiting 10 lakh women; 

  Manonmaniam Sundaranar University; 

  Pavendhar Bharathidasan University; 



  Dr. M.G.R. Medical University; 

Efforts to set up Cauvery Tribunal.  

 

1996 - 2001 

 Within six months after assuming office, elections for local bodies and 

cooperatives; 

 33 per cent reservation for women in local bodies – by which 44,143 

women including 2 Women Mayors assumed office; of the two Women 

Mayors one belonged to SC community; 

 „Madras‟ renamed as „Chennai‟ ; 

 Single window system for admission in Engineering and Medical 

colleges; 

 Transparent New Industrial Policy; 

 Single window system for obtaining all licenses for starting industries; 

 Improved roads, new bridges; 

 Concrete streets in villages; 

 Desilting of rivers, tanks and canals in an unprecedented scale; 

 24 hour Primary Health Centres; 

 For the first time in India, MLA Constituency Development Fund; 

 Protected water for all villages; 

 15 per cent reservation in professional courses for rural students; 

 Periyar Memorial Samathuvapuram Scheme to eradicate caste 

discrimination; 

 Mini Bus Scheme for Rural areas; 

 Dr.Ambedkar Law University – First in India; 



 Periyar University in Salem; 

 Tamil Virtual University to help world Tamils; 

 Urdu Academy; 

 Minorities Economic Development Corporation; 

 Chennai Film City named after MGR, by changing the name “J.J. Film 

City”; 

 Farmers Market Scheme; 

 Varumun Kappom; 

 Cattle Protection Scheme; 

 Vazhvoli Thittam in Schools; 

 133 feet high Thiruvalluvar Statue in Kanniyakumari; 

 Tidel Park in Chennai; 

 Computer Training Scheme for Government college students; 

 Over two lakh families given house sites in poramboke lands, where 

they were living in houses constructed; 

 Community Certificate, Nativity Certificate, Income Certificate on 

completion of 10th and 12th standards from the year 1999-2000; 

 Scheme for grant of expenses of higher education for first three rank 

holders in State and District levels in the 10th and 12thstandard 

examinations from the year 1996; 

 Bus Terminal at Koyambedu in Chennai – Biggest in Asia; 

 Special Scheme for the economic development of Southern districts; 

 Women‟s Small Trade Loan Scheme with saving scheme; 

 Separate Welfare Board for agricultural labour; 

 Welfare Boards for unorganised labour; 



 Manimandapam for Tamil Scholars and martyrs; 

 Supply of eggs with nutritious meal; 

 Construction of over 20 dams; 

 New buildings for Collectorates in nine districts; 

 For the first time Bench of High Court at Madurai;  Construction of 

buildings for it and for courts in various districts; 

 Free bus passes for students; 

 Anna Marumalarchi Scheme; 

 Nammaku Naame Scheme; 

 Indigent Family Welfare Scheme; 

 Rs.104 crore new buildings for Chennal General Hospital; 

 Reappointment of 13,000 welfare workers; 

 For the first time 10,000 road workers appointed; 

 Nationalisation of the works of Tamil scholars; 

 Nine fly overs in Chennai; 

 350 electricity sub-stations (power) at Rs. 1500 crores; 

 Pension scheme for contract labour; 

 Pension Scheme for transport workers; 

 New Medical colleges at Vellore, Tuticorin and Kanniyakumari districts. 

 Tamil Virtual University; 

  



2006 - 2011 

 

  1 Kg. of rice for 1 Rupee; 

  Distribution of palm oil, red gram, black gram, suji, maida and fortified 

wheat flour under Special Public Distribution system at subsidised rates; 

  10 items of provisions at Rs.50; 

  Cooperative loan of Rs. 7,000 crores waived to benefit 22 lakh 40 

thousand and 739 families of farmers; 

  No interest on crop loan to farmers who repay on time; 

  Enhanced procurement rice at Rs.1050/- for common variety of paddy 

and Rs.1100/- for fine variety of paddy per quintal. 

  Renewal of 117 old Uzhavar Sandhais and 45 new Uzhavar Sandhais. 

  Rs.2000 per tonne of sugarcane, including transport charges and 

incentive to sugarcane farmers. 

  Linking of rivers within the State : Cauvery – Gundaru Linking Project 

taken up at a cost of Rs.189 crores. 

  Tamirabarani – Karumeniyaru – Nambiyaru Linking Project taken up at a 

cost of Rs.369 crores. 

  Unorganised Labour Welfare Boards numbering 31 established, 

including the Welfare Board for Agricultural labour and enrolment of 2 crore 

2 lakhs 21 thousand 564 members in the Welfare Boards. 

  Disbursement of 616 crores 43 lakhs 44 thousand and 832 rupees as 

financial assistance to 13 lakhs 6 thousand 492 members of the 

Unorganised Labour Welfare Boards. 

  Free house-sites to 1 crore 58 lakhs 8 thousand and 288 families. 



  Kamarajar Birthday celebrated as “Education Development Day” in all 

the schools – A Special Legislation enacted. 

  5 Eggs / Bananas per week with Nutritious Noon Meal. 

  Free Bus pass to 24 lakhs 82 thousand school students and 2 lakhs 99 

thousand college students every year. 

  Common Entrance Examinations to Professional Courses scrapped. 

  Tamil made  a compulsory subject upto 10th Standard in all the schools. 

  Central Institute of Classical Tamil shifted to Chennai from Mysore. 

  Kumbhabishekam and renovations works carried out in 4724 temples at 

a cost of Rs.523 crores; during the current year Kumbhabishekam 1100 

temples at a cost of Rs.100 crores. 

  10,000 cycles on an estimate of Rs.277 lakhs, distributed to Archakas 

and Poojaris free of cost. 

  Moovalur Ramamirdham Ammaiyar Financial Assistance for marriages 

of poor girls increased to Rs.25,000/- from Rs.10,000/-. 

  Financial Assistance of Rs.6000/- disbursed to each of 20 lakh 11 

thousand 517 poor pregnant women. 

  A new Medical Insurance Scheme for Government Servants for 

providing 2 lakhs worth of medical assistance in a period 4 years. 

  Under “Varumun Kappom Thittam” 18 thousand 742 camps have been 

conducted so far, benefiting 77 lakhs 5 thousand and 8 persons. 

  “Nalamana Thamizhagam Thittam” for medical check-up to create 

awareness in regard to heart disease, diabetics and cancer. 

  Under Kalaignar Insurance Scheme, 2 lakhs 70 thousand 265 poor 

people have got their life-saving surgeries at a cost of Rs.702 crores. 



  Free 108 Emergency Ambulance Scheme with the Central assistance 

has benefited 8 lakh 8 thousand 907 persons so far; Further, lives of 42 

thousand 232 persons have been saved. 

  25 MoUs have been signed for starting 37 new industries on an 

investment of Rs.46,091 crores, which would provide employment 

opportunities to about 2 lakh 52 thousand 569 persons. 

  Monthly doles totaling Rs. 240 crores have been disbursed so far to 3 

lakh 5 thousand 801 educated unemployed youth. 

  New Employment to 4 lakhs 65 thousand 658 youth in Government 

offices. 

  Tidel Parks at Coimbatore, Trichy, Madurai and Tirunelveli. 

  Monthly Maintenance Grant of Rs.200 increased to Rs.500 for 10 

thousand differently abled persons, who are severely affected. 

  So far 4 lakhs 41 thousand 311 Self Help Groups for Women have been 

formed; Loan assistance of Rs.6342 crores has been given to these SHGs 

so far. 

  Basic infrastructural facilities have been created in 10 thousand 96 

Village Panchayats at a cost of Rs.2033 crores, under “Anaithu Grama 

Anna Marumalarchi Thittam”. 

  Basic infrastrutural facilities have been created in 420 Town Panchayats 

at a cost of Rs.210 crores, under “Anaithu Peruratchi Anna Marumalarchi 

Thittam”. 

  Improvement and maintenance works have been carried out on 57 

thousand 787 kilometer long roads at a cost of Rupees 12 thousand 94 

crores. 

  4,945 Kilometer long roads have been broadened and converted to two-

lane roads. 



  Local Cess, Local Cess Surcharge and water charges have been 

scrapped. A notional tax of Rs.2 per acre of dry lands and Rs.5 per acre of 

wet lands levied as a mark of land-ownership. 

  Without increase in tariff 12 thousand 137 new buses plying on the 

roads; Further 300 new buses being added. 

  3 per cent separate reservation for Arunthathiyar Community. 

  Persons of any caste can become Archakas in Temples – Legislation 

enacted to establish an equitable society. 

  With a view to create a casteless society, 145 Periyar Ninaivu 

Samathuvapurams have already been established; 95 new 

Samathuvapurams are added. 

  World class Anna Centenary Memorial Library at Kotturpuram-Chennai 

at a cost of Rs.171 crores. 

  New Secretariat-Assembly Complex in Omandurar Government Estate 

at a cost of Rs.1200 crores. 

  Adyar Ecological Research Park established at a cost of Rs.100 crores. 

  “Semmozhi Poonga” in the heart of Chennai City. 

  Desalination of Sea Water Project at Minjur, North Chennai. 

  Desalination of Sear Water Project at Nemmeli, South Chennai. 

  Metro Rail Project at a cost of Rs.14,600 crores with the assistance of 

Japan Bank for International Cooperation. 

  Hogenekkal Combined Water Supply Scheme at a cost of Rs.1929 

 crores with the assistance of Japan Bank for International 

 Cooperation. 

  Ramanathapuram – Paramakudi Combined Water Supply Scheme at a 

cost of Rs.630 crores completed. 



  TESMA and ESMA scrapped; Concessions withdrawn from Government 

servants and teachers have been given  back to them;  Recommendations 

of the 6th Pay Commission have been implemented with effect from 

1.1.2006, on an annual expenditure of Rs.5,155.79 crores. 

  Kalaignar Housing Schemes for converting 21 lakh huts into concrete 

houses in a period of 6 years. 

  Pension for Pressmen increased from Rs.4000 to Rs.5000 and their 

family pension increased from Rs.2000 to Rs.2500. 

  First World Classical Tamil Conference held at Coimbatore in June 

2010. 

  119 new Courts have been opened; Rs. 302 crores allocated for 

providing infrastructural facilities in the Courts. 

  Action has been taken to reduce the pendency of cases, by establishing 

Evening and Holiday Courts, as per the recommendation of the 

13th Finance Commission. 

  Anna Technical University at Trichy, Madurai, Coimbatore and 

Tirunelveli established. 

  Rs. 331 crores allocated for filling 11,307 teacher vacancies and 648 

non-teacher vacancies in Government-Aided Minorities Schools. 

  Equitable Education being implemented. 

  One Man Commission has been appointed for fixing the fee structure in 

private schools. 

  In the last 5 years, 6 lakh persons have got permanent employment in 

Government and Government-controlled 

Institutions.                                                                                      
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