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The Elections In Madras
The First General Elections 30-11-1920
Today’s Polling
The Morning Scenes

olling opened this morning in Madras, and throughout the city there were early signs that
P the Madras elector was prepared to take seriously the business of choosing representatives
for the Council and the Assembly. Their Excellencies made a tour of some of the polling
stations in the course of the morning and showed the keenest interest in the proceedings. Our
Special Correspondent toured the northern divisions of the City between 7 A.M. and 12 Noon
visiting the various polling stations.



The arrangements for the conduct of the elections
every where left nothing to be desired and the
programme chalked out by the Commissioner of the
Corporation worked without any hitch. In all polling
stations a complete list of the candidates for the
Legislative Council, the Assembly and the University
were exhibited ina prominent place as also instructions
to the Voters. Agents of the candidates, Presiding
Officers and their staff were all at their respective
stations punctually at 7 A.M. But in several stations
voters were slow in arriving. This is accounted for by
the fact that today is a holiday and voters have a whole
day at their disposal to go to their Polling booths and
record their votes at their convenience. The question
that candidates should not provide conveyances for
the transport of their supporters also contributed to
some extent for the absence of any very great rush,
except in stations situated in the crowded parts of
George Town, Everywhere the recording of votes
passed off calmly and expeditiously. Nowhere did
our representative observe any interference on the
part of the candidates or their agents with the voters.
Around every Polling Station placards and posters
were profusely displayed asking for votes in favour
of one or other of the rival candidates. The bulk of
the voters appear to have realised the importance of
the franchise and to have come of their own accord
to exercise their newly acquired privilege, though
in some cases our representative noticed a number
being brought in carriages and motor cars on behalf
of candidates who had friends waiting to place
their conveyance at their disposal. Pachaiyappa’s
College, which was the first polling station visited,
drew within half an hour of the opening of the poll
about half a dozen voters. At the Anderson Hall,
which was exclusively set apart for Indian Christian
voters, from the 5th to the 10th division 11 voters had
recorded their votes by 7.45 A.M. The Polling station
at Muthialpet High School which is situated in the
most crowded locality of George Town presented an
animated appearance, people mustering in strength to
witness the proceedings. At 7.50 A.M. 35 voters had
recorded their votes for the Legislative Council, 14
for the Assembly and 5 for the University.

It is expected that the polling at this booth will
be comparatively heavy. At Kalmantapam Road the
scene was lively and voters were coming in numbers
and the Revenue Officer arranged to send additional
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help to the centre. Before 8-15 A.M., 21 for the
Legislative Council and 14 for the Assembly had
voted. At Sanjivarayanpet which is within a mile of
the Kalmantapam Station, there was a large crowd
of people assembled about the booth watching the
proceedings with keen interest. Here at 8.20, 18 for
the Legislative Council, and one for the University
had voted. From here our representative motored
to St. Peter’s School in the compound of the St.
Peter’s Church, which is set apart as another polling
station for the Indian Christian Constituency. Here
also supporters of rival candidates were busy. The
Corporation School at Kasimedu was the northern
most polling station in the city, amongst the fishermen
quarters. The proceedings here were uneventful.
Things were more lively at Mint Subburayalu Mudali
Street where posters were exhibited urging non-
cooperation and exhorting people not to vote. But
by 9-10, the Legislative Council drew 50 votes and
the Assembly 7. Polling at the Vaccination Depot
in Mint Street was very vigorous. At 9.20 as many
as 100 had registered their votes for the Legislative
Council and 50 for the Legislative Assembly and 3
for the University and these numbers had increased to
243, 107 and 14 respectively when our representative
visited this booth again at noon. Salai Vinayagar
Koil Street was another station, where so early as
9.30 a.m., 82 had attended the poll and recorded their
votes for the Legislative Council, 34 for the Assembly
and 3 for the University. At the polling station in
Broadway, polling was also very brisk. The Hindu
Theological School in the Mint Street was crowded
and there was considerable stir and animation.

The Progressive Union School in Audiappa
Naicken Street drew before 10.15, 133 voters
out of 689 for the Legislative Council 65 out of
291 Legislative Assembly and 1 out of 5 for the
university. The polling at Paramanandadoss Choultry
in the Wall Tax Road was equally large. The figures
for the Edapalayam Polling Station at 10.25 were
legislative council — 33 out of 334, Indian Assembly
21 out of 85, University — 1 out of 3. The figures for
the 10th division were at 10.45a.M; Council — 86
out of 338 Assembly — 41 out of 106, University — 2
out of 5 for the 17th Division the polling station of
which was visited by their Excellencies, the figures
were at 10.50a.m., council-86 out of 495, Assembly

— 40 out of 180, university 6 out of 9. ®
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