
KAKARLA USHA I.A.S.

Principal Secretary to Government

School Education Department
Secretariat, Chennai - 600 009.

Off : (el - 44)2567 2790
Fax : (91 - 44)2567 6388
E,rnail : schsec@tn.gov.in

D.O. Letter No: 10988/GL.1(2Y2023 Dated . 28.08.2023

Dear Collectoq

Sub: School Education- Environment Awareness &
Conservation programme - Youth and E,co Club-
School Cleanliness Campaign 2023-24-

Impl em entatio n of " Gt FiI 6 eh u ehafl, r.6l erfl 19 rb

U6h6rfl" oEngal Palli - Milirum Palli' Programme-
reg' 

*******
The Government of Tamil Nadu is implementing several key initiatives

aimed at providing quality education to all the children in 37574 Government
schools across the State. In this context, it has been observed that when school
visits are undeftaken, there are found to be materials in the classrooms or in and
around the campus that are either unused or broken such as chairs, desks, benches,
e-waste, tree branches, old equipment, construction debris and other items etc.,
which are neither functional nor are in use. Additionally, it is important to ensure
the health & hygiene of all children with regard to safe drinking water & clean
toilets in the schools. To address this issue a comprehensive and sustainable
cleanliness programme named -"GrnfuEeh uehafl, rdlerfl(Drb ueirerfl" 'Engal
Palli - Milirum Palli' has been planned to be implemented in schools in
convergence with all concerned departments to ensure a healthy school campus
and also to create opportunities for students to inculcate & re-inforce values on
sanitation and clean environment. This programme will include - personal hygiene,
increasing the green cover in schools, awareness programmes on environment,
knowledge of waste management practices, school vegetable garden, importance
of recycling & upcycling, plastic- free campus and encouraging them to move
towards alternatives. The detailed guidelines for implementation ofthe Programme
are as follows:

I. Pre-Preparatory Activities:

Towards the smooth implementation of the programme in schools,
Committees at various levels need to be constituted. The Committee at District
level will comprise of:



A. Formation of a District- Level Committee:

District Collector Chairperson
District Forest Officer Member
Proiect Director, DRDA Member
Commissioner. Corporation/Municipal ity Member
Proiect Oftjcer, Mahalir Thittarn Mernber
Joint Director (Aericulture) Member
Chief Educational Offi cer Member- Secretary

Deputy Director (Health Services) Member
Deputy Director ( Horticulture) Member
Assistant Director, Panchayat Member
Assistant Director Town Panchayat Mernber
2 NGO Representatives (Environment) Member

Responsibilities of the District Level Committee include:

- Preparation & approval of the District Action Plan for "ernit66h uehofl,
r.6lerfl16rb u6h6rfl" oEngal Palli - Milirum Palli'

- Implementation of the "or8.rs6h uehofl, rdlerfllprh u6fu6rfl" oEngal Palli -
Milirum Palli'

- Plan for conducting programmes in schools bringing together all
departments involved and provide the necessary approvals for the same.

- Monitoring of the block level activities and coordination with contributors
of Namma School -Namma Ooru Palli Funds.

- Providing Awards to schools, students, teachers and other organisations
participating in the "erritseh ueh6rfl, dl6rfll6rb ueh6rfl" 'Engal Palli -
Milirum Palli' Programme.

B. Formation of the Block Level Committee

Responsibilities of the Block-Level Committee include:

- Monitoring of school cleaning activities with the support of the local
administration.

Block Development Offi cer Chairperson
Block Education Officer Member- Secretary
BRC Supervisor Member
HMs of Primary, Middle and Higher Secondary schools
(4 HMs)

Members

4 Student Representatives- 2 Students-HS & 2 Students-HSS Members
2 NGO representatives (Environment) Members
Volunteers of Illam Thedi Kalvi Proiect (4 members) Members



- Ensuring work allocation and salary payment of sanitation workers
appointed by VPRC.

- Ensure that the "orirs6h ueirofl, u6loflqprb uehofl" oEngal Palli - Milirum
Palli'programme is implemented in all the schools at the block level.

- Coordination with and ensuring participation of local NGOs.

C. School- Level Committee

The HM will be the Chairperson for the Committee at the school level. The teacher
of the Environment club will act as the Member-Secretary. Members of the SMC
will be part of the implementation committee. Student members of the Youth and
Eco club will be part of "6rnarseh ueherfl, udlerflqgrb u6h6rfl" 'Engal Palli-Milirum
Palli' programme along with other students. Along with the coordinated efforts of
the committee, the programme will involve students, parents, School Management
Committees, local administration, NGOs and Student Alumni.

Responsibilities of the School Level Committee include:

- Strengthening of the Youth and Eco club.
- Developing a Clean School Campus Plan.
- Making safe drinking water available to students a part of the Clean School

Campus plan.
- Undertaking waste management practices in the school campus.
- Developing a School Vegetable Garden and ensuring that the

vegetables/fruits grown are used for the Noon Meal Scheme.
- Constituting a team for conducting activities related to awareness regarding

conservation of environment. Every team should have students, teachers,
NGOs and Alumni of the school.

D. Student Sub-Committees

Ateam of 5 students will be constituted to coordinate and implement various
activities ofthe five sub-committees such as provision of safe drinking wateq clean
classrooms and maintenance, waste management, creation of a school vegetable
garden. (Responsibilities of the Sub-Committees are given in the Annexure II)

II. Clean School Pledee

Students of all classes will take the Clean School Pledge given in Annexure-I
during the Morning Assembly during the first day of every week from September
1,2023.



III. Activities of the "ermrseh ueirerfl. tdlofltrntb ueirerfl" 'Eneal Palli - Milirum
Palli'

S.No Activities of the "orirs6h ueherfl,
rdlerfl196 uehsrfl" oEngal Palli
Milirum Palli'

Timelines
Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar

I September I week -
Strengthening the Eco Clubs and
creating Sub-teams
- Taking the Clean School Pledge
(Starting September 1)

- Comprehensive cleaning

2 September II and III week -
During the Quarterly vacation, the
black boards to be painted and the
campus to be cleaned with the help of
the local administration. Pruning of
trees, cleaning the terraces to be

ensured so that water stagnation is
cleared.

.)
J September and October II week

Sanitation and personal hygiene
awareness-

Creating awareness among students
on sanitation and hygiene at the
school level
Conducting competitions at the
school level on sanitation and
hygiene involving the Medical
Officer of the Primary Health Centre,
District Health Department, Block
Development Officer, SMC, NGOs.

4 Plastic- Free school campus
- Creating awareness among students

on single use plastic and moving
towards a plastic -free school
campus. For this involve the
Department of Environment and
Climate Change, Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board (TNPCB),
NGOs, Taluk Development Officer,
Municipalities and Municipal
Corporations.
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5 Tree planting
Marking the birth centenary of
Dr. Kalaignar Karunanidhi, all
schools shall plant 20 trees every
month and continue the activity for 5

months. Tree planting and maintenance
of trees planted to be followed
dilieentlv.

6 Establishine a School Vesetable
Garden
A school vegetable garden needs to be

developed involving the School
Management Committee and the local
community. Students need to be

involved in the development and
maintenance of the school vegetable
garden. Composting to be done and the
manure to be used for the School
Vegetable Garden.
Along with the Eco Club members
other students to be involved in the
activities and the HMs need to ensure
this.
Local vegetables/fruits such as brinjal,
tomato, greens, chilli, lady's finger,
chrster beans and papaya shall be
planted and maintained with the help of
the horticulture department.
The vegetables from the garden to be

used for the noon meal programme.

7 Upcycline Activities
Conduct workshops on creating useful
items from upcycling of wastes such as

newspapers, plastic bottles, cardboards
etc.,
These activities shall be conducted
during the art & culture periods in the
schools.
Items made by the students shall be
exhibited in the schools.



8 Celebrating Environment related
events
- Celebrating important social

awareness days to make students
understand the importance of
environment conservation.

- Competitions such as visual arts,
essays and debates shall be

conducted to encourage students.

9 Awareness of the Natural Resources
The HM and the Eco Club teacher shall
guide students to make a list ofthe flora
and fauna & allnature related resources
in the campus.

10 Labelling of trees
To educate students on the names of
trees and their uses, boards shall be put
up on the trees. NGOs and the Forest
departrnent shall be involved in this
activity.

l1 Field Visit
Students can be taken on a field visit
once a year to municipality, municipal
corporation sites where they can learn
about composting, vermi- composting,
waste management, waste treatment
plants etc.

t2 Waste Manaqement
Awareness on waste segregation and
recycling and on composting shall be

conducted.
The manure shall be used for the school
vegetable garden.
Two sub groups to be created for this
purpose to ensure segregation of
biodegradable and non-biodegradable
materials.

13 District level Awards
Best Clean School award, Best Eco
Guide Teacher award, Eco star
(Student) award & Best Conservation
Initiative award - three prizes in each
category shall be given at the District
level.
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ln the first week of every month, the school should organise a comprehensive
cleaning activity (clearing all unused furniture etc.,) along with the local
administration.
In the third week of the month, students of the Environment Club, NCC,
NSS, Scouts and Guides, JRC will be involved in the cleaning activities.
To ensure safe drinking water to the students, the overhead tank will be
cleaned twice a month by the sanitation workers.

lY. Awards- 2023-24

The "erritseh ueh6rfl, Ldl6rflq6rb ueh6rfl" 'Engal Palli - Milirum Palli'award
will be given by the District Collector to encourage the school that consistently
performs in all four stages and fulfils the criteria given below. Students who
contribute well in the programme will be given the Eco StarAward andthe teacher
who guides the programme will be given the Best Eco Guide Teacher award.
NGOs that make significant contributions will be recognised with the
Environ ment Conservation Awa rd.

Criteria for evaluation
1. Safe drinking water
2. Clean toilets
3. Personal hygiene
4. Clean classroom
5. Clean School campus
6. Waste management
7. School Vegetable Garden
8. Tree planting
9. Recycling of waste
10. Plastic Free campus

V. "grdteeh uehofl. tdlerfltrntb ueirofl" 'Engal Palli - Milirum Palli'- Monitoring
and reporting

The activities under the programme should be evaluated using the Eco-meter
given in Annexure III by the Coordinator of the Environment Club and the teacher
in-charge. Guidelines for using the Eco-meter as a parameter for evaluation are
provided in the Annexure IV. In the first week of the following months September
2023, October 2023, November 2023, December 2023, January 2024, February
2024, the evaluation of activities should be conducted. A11 the evaluations at the
block level shall be shared with the BRC Supervisor who shall enter the details on
a Google sheet. The District Eco-Co-ordinator will ensure the implementation in
the schools, collate details at the district level and share the same with Samagra
Shiksha & Department of School Education. If interim intervention is required
details shall be shared by the District Eco-Co-ordinator with the Chief Education
Officer for his attention and action. The District Co-ordinator of Youth & Eco-Club
(Samagra Shiksha) will ensure the co-ordination activities at the district level.
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In the last week of every month, a review meeting of the activities under the
"ernfuE6h ueirofl, dlerflqgb u6h6rfl" oEngal Palli - Milirum Palli'programme shall
be conducted by the Chief Education Officer along with the APO, BRC Supervisor,
District Eco-Co-ordinator and District Coordinators (Youth & Eco-Club). The
monthly report shall be submitted to the District Committee headed by the District
Collector. Hence, Committees at the District, Block and school level shall be

constituted to plan and to get necessary approvals to start the programme on
September 1,2023 in all schools.

It is envisioned that the "6rnirE6h ueirerfl, udlerflCUrh u6h6rfl" oEngal Palli -
Milirum Palli' will increase the green cover in the campuses, pave the way for
establishment of School vegetable garden providing the necessary nutrients for the
noon meal scheme, enhance the cleanliness, hygiene and sanitation in the schools.
This will not only impact the Cleanliness Index towards a conducive learning
environment but also encourage the students in maintaining & practicing high
standards of health & hygiene.

As District Collectors and the driving force behind all the major initiatives
of the govemment, you are requested to enable the necessary conditions for a
seamless convergence and co-ordination between concerned departments. You are

also required to periodically update the work progress to the government and
address any issue that may emerge from time to time during the implementation of
this programme. Kindly take the required steps to provide the necessary leadership
& make this first-of-its -kind initiative in the State effective and sustainable.

[-,+

Yours sincerely,

wn' Ob'e'n t

lL@*rp1 ,,
(KAKARLA USHA)

To
All District Collectors

Copy to:
The State Project Director, Samagra Shiksha, Chennai-6
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ANNEXURE - I

udrorflS ginri.r aoro e-gufl 6:hoq$l

"orrir.roeir urirofil dtrorflqDrb ueirorfl" $,$la, Dndn Gluqgalro .sralu8Gggelr.
oran uciroflmru-r ginrfumrtoulnao1rb, a.$pronoolrb mor3!;flqgriug,t 6rdlgl
oL- olroq rb GlunEt ri q rb orcbrug al an e-drnf $ grr 6lru-ralu@ Golmr.
udroltl otonno rb ro$ gl rb orlq t u mrpga orfla,r lg ri arur.r-9l dD6:r orlou@ ppo nL GL-asr.

Gogtrb, ordlrgl trrr Ggngfaq6n,,i;Orb 6gU OdlSgr ofl$luqanrfaror
or$uGpgrGoran.
utirorflu9lor grfiosrro ucnfltblg ora&ranranr toanrigforona erfuanfl$gd;
6landrGoran
orrirraoir udrorfl r6lorflgrb udrofl gou-rSflu-9|efu Dndn gllgroangtL-an
uru Go$ ugl uan oralrgt panr u fr a dr, z-pporflorf o dr, a bp$ gtr1 er alanorr fl LGp rb

mO g ri rgg ou unglonu q (9, dlgg; 6rq$ t q anrf ort otlo u G pO Goran.
ororosrnan Srluanfld;ona GtoSGlanrironriu@rb gorGlornqg pL-orr-qd;arrsqb
6rdngl ua;iroftlalu-r gtrdranouna alor$$lu Guqggorfl Gledrqrb oralru$la,ir

e-pl$lu-rnaoldrGonan. Grogrtb, ordngt a.$gurilggo ofl$hlqarrfol
plortq ri; ar>aoajir 19 OE gr Dndn G'lu qgr6l g rb Glo ndr6l Gpgatr.

CLEAN SCHOOL PLEDGE

I am proud of "er nfu seir u eh6rfl, L6l6Tfl g rb u eir6rfl " 'Engal Palti - Milirum Palli'.
It is my duty & responsibility to keep my school clean and tidy.
I shall not throw waste in my classroom or the school campus. I shall spread the
awareness about this among my schoolmates.
I dedicate myself to keep the school clean.
I shall whole heartedly participate in the "ernfus6h u6h6rfl, dlerflgib u6h6rfl"
'Engal Palli - Milirum Palli' initiative and spread awareness regarding this
amongst my friends, relatives and the community.
I am confident sure that every effort that I take will contribute to making my
school clean. I am proud of the activities that I am undertaking for a clean
environment.

o

a

o

a

a
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ANNEXURE - II

Responsibilities of the Student Sub- Committee

S.No. Sub- Committee Responsibilities

1. Safe drinking water - Create awareness about safe drinking water.
- Ensure that the water stored in the school is clean.
- Monitor if the water storage tank is periodically

cleaned.
- Ensure that students do not waste water.

') Maintenance of clean
classroom

- Keeping classroom materials in order.
- Encourage fellow students to dispose r,vaste in an

appropriate manner.
- Ensure that the concerned sanitary workers clean the

classrooms everyday.
a
J. Clean School Campus - Checking that dry leaves in the campus and other

r,vastes in the school kitchen are cleared from tirne to
time.

- Talking to fellow students about cleanliness,
hygiene and sanitation.

4. Waste Management - Creating awareness abor"rt segregation of waste as

bio-degradable and non-biodegradable and
recycling/upcycling the same.

- Creating awareness on reducing of waste
generation.

- Maintaining two pits for waste segregation.
- Using manure created from the composting of bio-

degradable wastes for the School Vegetable Garden.

5. School Vegetable
Garden

- Creating awareness among students about School
Vegetable Garden.

- Planning fbr establishing a School Vegetable
Garden.

- Involving students in maintenance of the School
Vegetable Garden activities like watering of plants,
removing weeds, manuring, ensuring there is no
infestation of insects.

- Encouraging use of vegetables from the School
Vegetable Garden to be used in the noon meal
programme.
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