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‘Only 32% of schools have
disabled -friendly toilets’

BINITA JAISWAL @ Chenral

ONLY 32 per cent of schools in
Tamil Nadu have toilets acces-
sible to students with disabili-
ties, according to central data.
The figures have alarmed
many activists as they believe
lack of such toilets is one of
the reasons why children with
disabilities drop out.

According to Unified Dis-
trict Information System g
for Education Plus (UD-
ISE+) report, 2020-21, #
released recently by the
Union ministry of edu-
cation, there are 58,904
schools (including govern-
ment, aided, and private) in the
State. Out of these, only 19,026
schools have toilets for Chil-
dren with special needs
(CWSN).

“These figures give us areal-
ity check. Inclusion still re-
mains a distant reality for most
CWSN students in our State.
Inaccessible facilities in
schools such as drinking water

units, toilets, and transporta-
tion pose barriers to the educa-
tion of CWSN,” said TMN
Deepak, a disability-rights ac-
tivist. He said accessibility of
barrier free toilets plays an im-
portant role in education of
CWSN, especially the girl stu-
dents. “Lack of toilets and oth-
er infrastructure adds to the
challenges faced by special
children. Many parents are
forced to pull their
daughters out of
schools due to lack of

| proper toilets as they
are worried about their
safety,” said V Sandhya,

a social worker.

On official from the State
school education department
said: “Measures are being tak-
en to make toilets in all govern-
ment schools disabled-friendly.
We are, however, facing prob-
lems in implementing them as
some government school build-
ings, located in rural areas, are
old and we need tevenovate the
entire structure to construect
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disabled-friendly toilets.”
Govt schools fare better

Notably, government schools
in the State have better infra-
structure for CWSN compared
with private ones. The report
shows that at least 40.12 per
cent government schools have
CWSN-friendly toilets while
the figure is just 24.21 per cent
in private schools. While over
98 per cent government schools
have ramps and handrail facili-
ties (both critical to make the
campus disabled-friendly) only
34 per cent of private schools
have ramps and only 11.57 per
cent have handrails.

For the full report, visit
www.newindianexpress.com



