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"~ School Education Department,
Secretariat,
Chennai-9.

Letter No.10285/GL-1(1)/2019-6, dated 22.02.2021

From
Thiru. Dheeraj kumar, .A.S.,
Principal Secretary to Government.

To

The Director of School Education,

| Chennai-6. (w.e) _

e Director of Elementary Education,

Chennai-6. (W.e)

The Director of Matriculation School,

Chennai-6. (w.e) :

The State Project Director, Samagra Shiksha, i et

Chennai-6. (w.e)

Sir,

Sub: School Education — Review of Accessible India Campaign — The

nationwide flagship campaign of the Department of Empowerment of
Persorfs with Disabilities — Action taken report -, requested -

Regarding.

L .

i Ref: 1. From the Deputy Secretary to Government of India, Ministry of Human
Resource Development, Department of School Education & Literacy
(1S-18), Government of India Letter F.N0.4-1/2015/RMSA.II/IS-18,
Dated: 22.04.2019.

2 Government Letter No. 10285/GL1(1)/19-3, School Education (GL1(1))
Department, dated 11.03.2020,29.09.2020

3 From the Director, Government of India, Ministry of Education,
Department of School Education & Literacy Letter F.No.1-16/2015-
RMSA-II 1S-18, Dated:.07.01.2021 '

In continuation of the Government letter second cited,l am directed to enclose

a copy of the reference third cited and to request you to issue necessary instructions
_——to-the official under your control and to take appropriate action in this regard and to
__seq'gi\'?qur action taken Repart to the Government. '

g - oy N

2 QThis may be treated as “Most Immediate.”

\r\ B2
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Yours faithfully,

r

for Principal Secretary to Government.
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~Ciovernment of Indig
Mitistry of Education [
Department ol School Educanion & Literacy

IS-18 Secuon

T

Sohot I ‘.!\i‘ﬂi : Shasin Bhawan, Sew Detly
\E\?——’/ Dated the 7" lanuar . 2021

All Stare U s Education Sceretanes

Comnussioner. Kendriya Vidyalava Sancathant KVS)
Compssioner. Navodava Vidvalava Sunvathan (NVS)
Director. Central Tibetan School Adnunisoaton (CTS A
Chirperson. Natonal Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS)

Subject: Meenng ofCommuttee ol Sceereranes (o review of Accessthle India Campaen and
actiomable pomis for Department of School Education and Literacyv-reg.

St Madam.

Ihis is in i.'{"onlé'*mx-.'xlmn of this Department’s letter No. 13-252020-15-18  dated
101220200 As yvou may be aware o meenng of Committee of Secretaries (CoSfwas held on
2711 2020 10 review the Accessibie india Campaign (AIC). Based on the meeung actionable
points emerged i the meeting (copy ol punutes are enclosed). 1o be undenaken by Depanmen
of School Educaton and Literacy (DoSE&L 1 One of the mam point is prepaning of customized
vurdelmes and vme bound plan for making all the educational buildings (Pre-Primary. Primany

Upper Primary. Secondary and Sr. Scecondary Schools. Residential schools Hostels, KGBV-

SCERT. DIETs. BIETs etc.) barrier frec and construction of UNISEX toilets by 22% June 2022
s As a consequence of the CoS meeung. another meeting was held on 21 1220 between

DOSE&L and DEPwD. During the miectng the official from DEPwD. elaborated on the

achionable points and informed that Mol D has prepared “Harmonized Guideiimes and Space

L N ' \',/\‘\l:uu!;irijs for elderly and Pwld. 20067 that speah about the details of structural and special
o \'\ s L
/o

A
@) b

requirements to be included while designimg the bulding to accommodate the PwD Since the
cuidehnes only speak about the changes and rewofitung 1 the official buildings. the actionable

poinis are provided sector wise tor all the mimsines states and UTs, The munisines states and

Is. Autonomous bodies are required w0 customize the guidelines as per their specific
FeGUITTITCnS.

l.'h:.rs:e; the review DEPWD ulso ads ised that DoSE&L may consider 10 essential teatures
and T Harmomized Guidelines and Space Standards tor Elderhy and PuD. 20167 while designing
educutional buildings (pre- primary ap-10 primary schools, primary up to upper primar schools.
upper primary up-lo secondary schools and secondary up-to senor secondary schools. KGOBVs,
Restdential Schools, hostels, SCERTs. DIETs. BIETs. SIETs, etc.) rewofiting old cducatonal
for structures. Essqgial teatures for educational butldings are attached al Annexure |
4 Omthe basis ot the review of AJC held on 217 December with DEPwD. following actions
have been Npalized tor DoSE&L.
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I Formation ol 4 commutiece chaired by Chairmun CBSE. along with the Commussioner
KAS. Commissioner NVS, Chatrperson NIOS and SPDs of UP. Bihar. Guyaral. Assam.
Tamul Nadu, Madhyva Pradesh, Unarakhand and Himachal Pradesh as members who
sould work on customizimg the curdelines. For this they may take support of NGOs,

other appropriaie hodies and orgamzations working in this domain.

[ lo customize the space butlding teatures for schools at clementary. secondary and semor
secondary level. KGBVs, residential schools. Hostels, SCERTs, DIETs. BITEs ete, The
commitee will also decide the features for making UNISEX wilers. along waith financial

nnplications for the same.

IH AUl the states UTs and awtonomous bodies would appomnt depute a Nodal Otlicer who
will be responsible o monnor thi progress and subnut the monthly privgress report 1o

Central Nodal Otficer on the 17 day of cach month.

A% the Central Nodal Officer (Shri Ravi Katyal, Director (85-13. DoSE&L. email
cavi-katyalanic.in, Ph. No.23070837.MNo. 9873430171) would collect and collate the
itormation. as recetved from all the states and UTs and submit the same on MIS portal
of ALC. on ¥ day of each month.

N The commitice sub-committee formed by States'UTs and autonomous bodies may
include persons  organizations from sectors such as Disability  Resource Group's.
Architeeture, 1CT. NGO cie

VI Atter the guidelines are ready. the same <hould he sent 1o the Mimstry of Education for
approval of the Secretary (DoSE&L) and Hon'ble Education Minister. Once the
curdelines are approved the same will be sent to the Chief Commissioner of Persons with
Disability (CCPD) for further comments suggestions.

VL Afier receipt of the commentinputs from CCPD. Mok would go through  the
comments suggestions received from the CCPD and may turther modify the guidelines.
Ihe tinalized guidelines will he sent to CCPD who would noufy the same under RPwD
Aot 2016,

5 I view of the pomts mentioned above Staies .UTs and Autonomous bodies are advised

to develop o mechanism for regular monitonng and evaluation of AIC 1o ensure the ctfectve

_output and implementation of AIC

f This issues with the approval ol competent awthorty.

- ‘r'nuwrfuily.

o {(Ran Katval)
Director £85-1)
Ematlravi katval mean




Annexure-|
Easential features for educational buildings may include the following:

| Accessihle Route  Pathaay= 900 mm- 1800 mme ant skl surtace. factiie path. signayug

(directional and informanonal), well b unohsuucted pathway from the eptrance of the

Premises

Y Accessible Parking- SO00 mm x 3600 mm. within W om ol entrance, transter bal.

connected 1o secessible route, vertieal and on floor signade

ecessible Entrasice o the butlding- 900 — 1800 mm. width. ramps wilh sracdient 112 | ||
and double height handreail with proper gnps rounded at the edges. untisskid ooring.

color contrast. main door to be provided with mimmum W wdth of 1000 mm. signage

prommently displaved, |

-
3 Accessible corridor- 1300 mm w 1800 mm clear width, anu skid. tacuile path. well

unehstructed by chatrs plants, doors should not open on to the cordor |

i

Accessible Reception- Low herght counter (750-800mm) with 730-900mm width and leg
space of SOOmm Keight and 480 mm depth below the counter, iformation of accessible

fearures. alternative media for communicanon — induction loop. braifle. audid. ae.

6 Accessible Lifis Elevator — 900 mm wide door with warning tiles at the entrance, 1500
ma x IS00mm 1 car size. Braitle butons, nuditory information and digital digplay, grab

hirs on three sides. alarnt button, maror on the rear wall

Accessible Totlets- 2000mm x 2200mm size. grab bars arcund all sanitary fiuings casy 1o |
b used by lefi and rizht hand users. 900mm door (douhle swing or outside opening). anti
skid Noor. emergency buttons. latches, easy o operate handles and lever type taps with

tony nevk. noe chaukhat,

S Accessible staicase- Color contrasting strips on the horizontal surface of the steps.
double height rounded handradls (3¥mm o 15 diameter with proper grips rounded at the
edges. warming tacule ules at the beginning and the end, SOmm gap hetween wall and

handratl toy proper enp.
v Accessible dnoking water facihny- Low hetght counter (750-800mm). feg space below
counter (300mm . ramps. no drams holes, double height tountam type faps that ane casy

o operate

L Signage- durectional sl intormational, high contrast, easy 1o understand . pronuncm

ey -

- . . -
locations. unobstructed, standardized and in allernatve  tormats siich as o Braidic

through audio output. tactle maps hoards. regional vernacular languages etc. material of

the stznag®should be anti-glare or preterably of matte fimsh. ol durable quahity
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T A GLANCE SPECIFICATIONS OF THE 10 BASIC FEATURES OF ACCESSIBILITY

RTEEREE A

T=COR FEATURES

«:2 =l Route/ Pathway

=<2 e Parking
wecs'='e Entrance to the Building

YOS FEATURES

wweeinle Corridor

z=== =le Reception

fees'= 2 Lifts/ Elevator
cecmimoe Toilet

peegizie Stalrcase

g =2 Drinking Water Facility

All existing buildings, whether Government or private, that are used or accessed

900mm - 1800mm, anti-skid surface, tactile path, signage (directional and informational), we'l lit, unobstructed pathway.
5000mm X 3600 mm, within 30m of entrance, transfer bay, connected to accessible route, vertical and on floor signage.

900 - 1800mm width, ramp with gradient 1:12 and double height handrail with proper grips rounded at the edges, anti-skid flooring, colour
contrast, main door to be provided with minimum width of 1000 mm, signage prominently displayed.
: i

1500mm to 1800mm clear width, anti-skid surface, tactile path, well-lit, unobstructed by chairs/plants, doors should not open on to the corridor.

Low height counter (750-800mm) with 750-900mm width and leg space of 800mm height end 480 mm depth below the counter, information of
accessible features, alternative media for communication - induction loop, braille, audio, etc. ;

900 mm wide door with warning tiles at the entrance, 1500mm X 1500mm lift car size, braille buttons, auditory information and digital display,

grab bars on three sides, alarm button, mirror on the rear wall.

easy to be used by left and right handed users, 900mm door (double swing or

2000mm X 2200mm size, grab-bars around all sanitary fittings
dle, base), easy to operate handles and lever type taps with long neck, no

outside opening), anti-skid floor, emergency button, latches (also mid
chaukhat.

LY
Colour contrasting strips on the horizontal surface of the steps, double height rounded handrails (38mm to 45mm diameter) with proper grips
rounded at the edges, warning tactile tiles at beginning and end, 50mm gap between wall and handrail for proper grip.
Low height counter (750-800mm), leg space below counter (300mm), ramps, no drains/ holes, double height fountain type taps that are easy to
operate. J

Directional and informational, high contrast, easy to understand, prominent locations, unobstructed, standardized and in alternative formats such
as in braille, through audio output, tactile maps/boards, regional languages, etc, material of the signage should be anti-glare or preferably of

matte finish, of durable quality.
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Government of India
Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities [Divyangjan)

<

Lm _
hakuntala Doley Gamlin, 1As

secrelary

D.0. No. 4-34/2015-AIC (Vol. V) @

o g ! % k_&){}wi}’ . 21% December, 2020

Consequent to the meetings of the Central Advisory Board on 26.11.2020, Committee of
Secretaries on 27.11.2020 and other meetings, a set of recommendations/directions have
emerged - - which~ are  simmarized hercin-' -under for. “the  bencfit 'of---'.c_cncerned ;
\/umsmcs/Depaercnis

(i) Concerned Mzmstnes![)epanments which have so far not ﬁnalu.ed acce551b111ty

standards in respect of sectors under their administrative control are expected to

a (& \') do so in consultation with the Chief Commissioner for PwDs and submit the same

/(- 0 to this Department latest by June 2021 (list of such Ministries/Departments

N annexed). In this regard, the best global standards are required to be studied while
(-_I»'. \

firming up accessibility standards for their sector(s). If need be, outside experts
could be roped in for this task. It needs to be reiterated herc that accessibility
means the provision of certain features to a facility or service which in
combination greatly enhances their usability by persons with disabilities or
reduced mobility, whether in an urban or a rural setting.  Accordingly,
accessibility standards cannot be vague and non-committal statements of intent
but are required to be specific, purposeful, quantifiable, measurable and impact
creating, catering to both urban and rural environments. As a period of only 2
years has been provided _under the statute for provision of sector-wise
accessibility standards after their notification in the gazette, the concerned
Ministries/Departments may bear this aspect in mind while firming up
accessibility standards for their sector(s). Therefore, it might be appropriate in the
first instance to prescribe such accessibility standards that are considered
essential. It is suggested that since accessibility. standards for public buildings

. bave alreadybeen.notified and .are available on this Department’s website
(www. k_isabilityaffai'm gov.in), other conuemed Ministries/Departments may refer
to these, wherever applicable, while firming up accesslblhty standards. fortheir
sectors. .

(i)  All existing buildings, whether Government or private, that are used or accessed
by the public at large are required to be made accessible latest by June 2022. 1t
appears that Government buildings with restricted access do not appear to be
covered under the mandatory provisions of accessibility under the RPwD Act,
2016. Therefore, coverage of such buildings is discretionary;

(iif) A list of all existing public buildings that have been retrofitted in terms of the
accessibility standards prescribed 1%1@{211‘(!16'%12&\ Guidelines for Creation of
Barrier Free Enwronment and Spac angiards for Per\sons with Disabilities and

e ~ H‘
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the Elderly and have been self-certified accordingly alongwith a list of self-
certified accessible Websites and number the of buses made accessible and
certified accordingly is required t6 be uploaded on the MIS portal of this
Department for the Accessible India Campaign (www.imaic.nic.in) by the 5™ of
every month by the concerned Miniétriestepaﬁmehts and States/UTs. 1It,
therefore, becomes imperative that the concerned Ministries/Departments and
States/UTs should upload the requisite information latest by the given date on'the,
said Portal, for which purpose a log-in Id and password have already been shared.
In case of non:receipt of these, please inform immediately so that remedial action
: can be taken. o : ca
(iv) There is a need to promotc 2 spirit of healthy competition amongst smart cities
under the Smart City Project by puiting in place an evaluation and ranking !
mechanism which would cover among other things whether accessibility features |
have been incorporated in- basic and essential infrastructure, facilitics and
services. Likewise, M/oHUA and D/o DWS should include accessibility in
facilities and services as an evaluation criterion in their annual Swachhta
_rankings; and : , i
(v) This Department is required to” furnish a monthly progress report inrespect of the
Accessible India Campaign covering the achievements of the concerned
Ministries/Departments and States/UTs during the 30 day period. Accordingly, it
is requested that the monthly progress report may be uploaded on the MIS Portal,
details of which have been indicated in sub-paragraph (iii) above. '
Z; It is requested that action in respect of the issues outlined in paragraph No. 1
above may please be taken and this Department kept informed of the same. In respect of
" sub-paragraphs (iii) & (V) of paragraph 1 above, periodic reporting may please done, as

. requested. N \)_vg(\

’

Yours sincerely,

- : e : (Shakuntala D. Gamlin)

Smt. Anita Karwal,

Secretary, Pl
Department of School Education & Literacy, J
Ministry of Human Resource Development,

| 24-C, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi-110001.
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List of accessibility standards notified and yet to be notified

-

[S.no. |Name of the Rules for | Rules for Standards yet to be notified |

' Ministry/Depart | Standards
ment notified =

l. | M/o Housing and Buildings Needs review; for instance accessible

i Urban Affanrs {needs review) Indian type toilets, foot ,operated door
tocks, uniformity in area requirements
between Harmonized Guideines, NBC,

. MBBL etc.

2. |Mo Rural - Comprehensive accessibility standards for

: Development Rural Infrastructure including rural
_ housing, community' centres, terrain
" a . ) specific, étc. ; : '

3. | Mo Road | Buses Comprehensive accessibility guldehnes f(?\
Transport:  and | (needs review) road transport infrastructure including bus
Highways - . terminals/stops/depots, and services.

4. |M/o Electronics | Government - Procurement of accessible 1T Hardware
and Information | websites and | and Software.

Technology # documents - Accessibility standards for prwalcly
uploaded owned websites:
(needs review) - Accessibility standards for mobile apps.

5. | M/o Railways - Comprehensive accessibility standards of
Railways including Railway. “stations,
coaches,  accessible toilets, online
bookings, services, mtcrp!atform transfer,
availability of trolleys, wheelchairs,

' accessibile information of departure/arrival
; etc. ) _
6. | M/o Civil - Comprehensive accessibility guidelines for
Aviation infrastructure including ai{pohs, carriers
: and related - services like accessibile
information of depanure/arrWdI etc.
7. | D/o Telecom. - Telecom hardware like dwnces handsets
. \ etc. and services. ;
8. | M/o Information » - Accessibility. standards for, TV viewing
and Broadcasting for persons with dlf‘r'erenl dxsab:hﬁleq'
including hearing and v15ual]y impaired
- Accessibility- standards for cinemas;
including infrastructure and  viewing
, : experience i
| 9. | M/o Health and - Accessibility standards * for hospitals,

Family Welfarc

clinics, labs and related services.

S
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M/ao Education

Compréhensive accessibility standards
related to infrastructure, pedagogy and

curricula for educational institutions
including . schools, = colleges  and
universities. '

0.

M/o Shipping

Accessibility  standards  for  ports,
infrastructure, carriers and services.

i

M/o Jal Shakti

To prepare accessibility standards for
unisex toilets including community toilets
(both Indian and western type), accessible
taps for drinking water etc.

1

Dio Consumer
Affairs

Accessibility standards for universally

designed = consumer _ products  and

accessories

14.

M/o Culture

Accessibility standards for . monuments,

theatres, auditoriums elc.

-

k5

M/o Tourism

Accessibility  standards  related 1o
infrastructure and services for tourism and
hospitality industry

M/o Home Affairs

.

Accessibility standards for infrastructure
like police stations and provide accessible
services like registration of complaints,
FIRetc. :

17.

D/o Justice

Accessibility standards for courts and
related services

18.

Dlo Financial
Services

Accessibility standards for infrastructure
and services for banking, currency, ATMs
etc. - "

19.

Di/o Sports

Accessibility standards for Sports Centres
including stadia, training centrcs, gyms etc:

e
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X 12 | Smt. Anita Karwal, A
£ 5 25 .| Secretary, .
gﬁ.qmm.m..d.a._ mm Department of mnroo_ ma:omzo: &
*if fReedl-1000 /& Literacy, |
ﬁrﬁmﬁ.ﬂ_mfmﬁ\_\.m ¥, “ Ministry of Human Resource Umqm_o_ﬂ:m:”
I _ 124-C, Shastri Bhawan, . .
Rt New Delhi-110001. .
A D.O No.4-34/2015-AIC(Vol.V)




F.No. 14-25/2020-15-18
Government ol India
Ministry ol Education

Department of Schoo! Education & Literacy
Shuar Bhawan, Sew Dell

5 =~

Pdate: U =

ducition Secretaries of All States and UI'ls
(s Centrat Board of Secondary Education| CHSE)
Commmssioner Kendriva Vidyalaya Sangathan(kh\S)
Director Natonal Council of Educational Research and 1r
Comiissioner. Navodaya Vidyvalava Samiti (NVY)
[ 1rector, Central Tibetan school Administration(CTSA)
Clema, National Institute of Open Schooling { NS

aiine (NCERT)

Ll Actions to be taken by States Jrd UTs and Autonomous Bodies and Acvcessible lndia

Campaign (A1)

S/ Madam

h aarding Accessible India Campaign (ALC) a Hagship programme under the Department of
Pl D s the Hon'hle PMs review of the prograime held on 31.7.2019 various issues under the
i roviewed. The programme was aiso deliberated upon the commitlee ot Secretanes
14.10.2019, 12.2.2020 and 27112020 and certum recommendations aude tor
including Department  of DOSEL.  Keeping m view  these

s/actions are to be taken by all States, UTs and Autenomous

el e fd
cerned  Ministry /Department
Y oommendauons the following acuvitie

whies
[ provide the compiled information oi the status of the implementation of the campaign to the
N.ational Nodal Otficer, Shri Ravi Katyal, Deputy Secretary, $S.1 Bureau on monthly hasis by 170l
svery imonth so that the information 1s compiled and uploaded on the MIS portal of AlL.
Hedressal of complaints uploading in respect shortfall in accessibility on the crowd sourcing Gpp
‘ ‘Supamaya Bharat App’. The action taken in this regard also needs to be uploaded on the sandapp
| 0 [mplementation and progress of accessibility standards related to infrastructure, pedagogy and
1 prrienium
' Lnplenentation and progress ot makine the wehsites of State Education Department, SCERT
q DTS, ete. accessible for CWSN.

1 All States, UTs and Autonomous Bodies need to appoint a Nodal Otficer for taking action on the above
it and lase with the National Nodal Officer, whenever required for smooth action on the above

RILILA *

Yourssind

_V -
(Rav: Ratyal

Deputy Secretary to the Govt. ot India
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SECRET
Copy Mo. of 16
No. 701/1/2i2018 -CA. V
GOVERMMENT OF INDIA/BHARAT SARKAR
CABINET SECRETARIAT/MANTRIMANDAL SACHIVALAYA
RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN

ek

New Delni, dated 01% December, 2020

subject: Review of ‘Accessible India Camipaign’ (Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan).
Please find enciosed herewith, a copy of the minutes of the meeting of Committes
secretaries (CoS) held at .30 PM on Friday, 27 November, 2020 in the Committee

oo of Cabinet Secretariat, Rashtrapati Bhawan, New Delhi, on the above subject

ontakean on the recommendations may kirg toaded on e-SamikSha Portal.

Dog. C.AY): 4612020 AE /;\
#‘ 2 .\,:A \:‘Ji
- ¢ A" f ?- { FT
L = ‘d o }r~ .
- ‘-,\‘\ L __-_-'// ) ’,’i‘ﬁ."_: g ’)
¢ & e F T (P, Gupta,

~ Director
Tele No: 23015342

1. Secretary, Dig Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities

Chairman, Railway Board

Secretary, M/o Civil Aviation

4 Secretary, M/o Road Transport & Highways

Secretary, Mi/o Housing & Urban Affairs

. Secretary, Dlo School Ecucation & Literacy
Secrefary, D/c Higher Education f
Secretary, Mlo Electronics & Information Technology | \

Lad

o

4 Secrelary, Dfo |l lealth and Family Welfare

\/{\h
10, Sefcrr:ialy, M/o Panchayaii Ra /J/’
11 Secretary, Mlo Information & Broadsasting \ \g—ﬁ

Lopy also forwarded o

o

| Prnepal Secretary to Prime Minister
Principal Advisor to Prime Mimister

Internal circulation {only one copy)
CESecy{CHYASIRS)DIT(KS)

-~ -~
£ 't'lf') 125 1_;:




803058/2020/1S-18 Section

SECRET

Copy No
No.701/1/2/2018- CA.Y
GOVERMNMERNT OF INDIA/BHARAT SARKAR
CABINET SECRETARIAT/IMANTRIMANDAL SACHIVALAYA
RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN

Encl: Doc. No. [C.A V) 46/2020
Venue : Commitiee Room. Cabinet Secretariat
Caie of Meeting i 27.11.2020 ’
Time of Mesting 06.3C PM \
PRESENT EX
i Shri Rajiv Gauba, Cabinel Secretary
2. r V.P. Joy Secretary (C), Cabinet Secretariat
3 Ms Rachna Shah, Additional Secretfary, Cabinet Secretanat
4. WMs. Kavita Singh. Director, Cabinet Secretarniat
r
Through Video Cenference N
1 Ms, Shakuntala D Gamlin, Secretary, Dlo Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilitizs
2 s, Anitz Karwal, Secretary, D/o School Education & Literacy
3 Shn AP Sawhney, Secretary, M/o Electronics and Infarmation Technology
4 Shri Durga Shanker Mishra, Secretary, Mio Housing & Urban Affairs
5 Shri Pradeep Singh Kharola, Secretary, M/o Civil Aviation

£ Shri Amit Khare, Secretary, M!D Information & Broadcasting

7 Shri Amit Khare, Secretary, Do Higher Education

8 Shri Rejesh Bhushan, Secretary, D/o Health & Family Welfare

9 Shri Sunil Kumar, Secretary, Mio Panchayati Raj

10 Shin Ciridhar Aramane, Secretary, M/o Road Transport & Highways

11 Shi Pradeep Kumar, Member (Infra), Railway Board

12 s, Meeia Verma, DG, NIC

13 Ms L S Changsan, Joint Sacretary, D/o School Education & Literacy

14 Ms Tarika Roy, Joint Secretary, D/o Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities

fiubject; Review of 'Accessible India Campaign’ (Sugamya Bharat Abhiyaan}.

A meating of the Commiltee of Secretaries was held under the charmanship of
Cabinel Bocretary, on 2710 November, 2020 al 6 30 pm through Video Cenferencing,
ut! Wi wloramaentioned subject (List ol parhcipants annexed)

f | Hewelnry /o Limpowennment of Persons wiln Disabilities (DEPwD) imtiated the
BRSO Ty Uiving o buel overview of The progress made under the Accessibie India
iéqjmmhy: (Hugsmya Dharal Ablnyaent) whiich was ldunched on 03 12.2015 for

skl anvE el pocopsibility for Persons with Disabilites (Pwbs) in Buit Up
, 4

yﬁwﬂﬁlmﬁi Tranapan and Information &  Communication  Technaloqy (ICT
i M'?ﬁw}lﬂ AMbEtie  egens snd melines have been set up  for  vartious

=M \—=.§-;-' e
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Ministries/Departments involved. *As a first step lowards ensuring accessibility, the
Central Government is required to lay down accessibility standards with respect to its
sector(s) (section 40 of The Rights of Persons with Disabiliies Act read with Rule 15
of the Rules framed thereunder). So far accessibility standards for public buildings,
buses. websiles (government only) and accessible documents to be placed on the
websiles have been notified. Thereafter. the action taken on the recommendations of

&
lhe CoS meeling dated 4% QOcl, 2019 was discussed

Secretary, MoHUA informed that all States except Sikkim have sdopted the
Harmonized Guidelines and Space Standards for Barmer Free Covironment for
cisons with Disabilities and Elderly Persons 2016 These have been incorporated mn
fieir Building Byelaws, and all new bulldings now adhere to accessibility standards
1100 identified Central Government ouildings have been retrofitted and approval from
15 Ministries 18 awaited for retrofitting of some of their buildings CPWD Training
stttz 1s imparting training for implamentation of Harmonised guidelines and
vondacting aceessibility audit of buildings Secretary, DEPwD stated that Department
0t Expenditure has also revised the project appraisal format for new projects to include
provision of accessibility features. All the Central Departments/Ministries and all the
sliales have bsen requested o incorporate accessibility features in lheir public
hutdcings. Furthere Central Government buildings have to be retrofitted by the
Depariments/Ministries concerned while Ceniral tunding support had been provided
i tefrofitling of the identified buildings of State Governments So far 275 (out of
dentified 1662 buildings) have been made accessible by 7 States Regular meelings,
vdeo conferences and written correspondence with stakeholder Ministries and all the
liles 1o gecelerate Accessible India Campaign (AIC) activities, are being conducted,

I secretary, MoRTH informed that an advisory has been issued to all State Road
Hansport Undertakings (SRTUs) for compliance with accessibility requirements and
s Boay Code (2017) has been made mandatoty for ensuring accessibility in city
buses 9032 (6.13%) State Transpori Undertaking buses have been made fully
woessible and 40,984 (27.85%) such buses made accessible, without wheelchar
autessibiity. 3.217 (92.22%) bus stations in 24 States/UTs have also been made
warhally accessible. He informed that the Registration rules have been amended to
vnable Pwls to get driving license and concessions such as discount an tall fee.
wttielary. DEPwD suggested thal since low floor buses were not suitable for rural
fuads, some other features such as foldable ramps may be considered.

5 secretary. MoCA apprised thal 35 international and 55 domestic airports have
provided  wilh - accessibility features including ramps, accessisle toilets
Helpdesks and lilts with braille and auditory information systems. 42 airports have been
provided wath aerobridges and ambu- lifts were being procured for 20 single floor leve!

{ viemizer (Infrastructure) Railway Board, intimated that accessibility standards
.
have bean prepared and sent to DEPwD for notification. 709 major railway stalions
have been provided with accessibility features including ramps, walkways from
B
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reserved parking, signage, drinks’ng water facilities, accessible tajlets, "May | heip You~ :
Bocths, and hifts. Of these, 603 stations have also been provided with engraved ;
platform edge and trolley paths A budget of Rs. 585 cr has been approved for g

implementing a comprehensive plan fer barrier free access and movement at all
rattway stations. Cabinet Secretary suggested that a mechanism be developed for
snaring information regarding these sewices and facilities with citizens and obiaining
their feedback. Member Board stated lhat the '‘RailMadad app shall be suit:abe
mocified Qﬁcroiary DEPwD infermed that an audit of railway stations was condusted

by the School of Planning and Architecture and the repcrt has been :narad with the
Ministry S

- {-;

ntral Governmert ard 708

1TJ

Secretary MEITY informed that there ars 5108

izte/llT websites/web applications hested on MIC 85 ( (95%) of the dentifie
of Ministries/Depariments and 616 disirict websites have been made accessib
(72 8%) of the identified websites of Stales/UTs have been mads accessibie by
ERNET, of which 424 have been made live The guidelines for procurement of
accesssb.'g IT hardware and software are being prepared by CDAC. 12 agencies have
besn empanelied with NICS! for providing services for audit and” implementation of
accessibility features and NIC officers are also baing trained for the same He further
informed that ERNET has created a lab for audit of websites and their content and NIC
s developing an online self-service tool to allow departments/ organisation to audt
thewr websites and content on a regular basis. He stated that the accessibility
standards have also been shared with commercial orgamisations/ bodiss such as

ASCCOM and they have been wiged to follow the same. Secretary, DEPwD
nforme that challenge rounds have been organised in association wilh Microsoft/
NASSCOM and Department of Scierce & Technolegy for development of appsitools
for use by PwDs. Cabinet Secretary directed Secretary DEPwD to review the progress
of each Ministry along with Secretary, MEITY and give an impeatus to this work.

4 Secretary, School Education and Literacy informed that around 71%
Sovernrment and Government aided schoole have been provided with ramps with
fancraiis and accessible tollets and 100% progress shali be achieved by January
2022 To encourage inclusive education, funding is provided to students for assistive
devices. ransportation and escort Inclusive text books and audio and o il cantent has
neen crealed and shared with the Siales Mol has been signed with the Indian Sign
!ar“m:g-:n, Institute and an ISL dictionary is bemg created which wiil be adapted in
cronal landueges by the ostates. 21 fakh elementary teachers (50%) have been
ramed jor imparting inclusive education and training modules for secendary and
higgher secandary teachers ware being prepared. Awareness camps were also being

held tar sensitisation of teachers as weil as oarenis.

4. .-.-}-.-:r_u-fr;u-f Hhigher Education slaled that guideiines for barrier free physical
lrastiictine were Being implemented. He also informed that AICTE was working on
creasey asceessible conlent tor professional courses,
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0 Secretary Health and Family Welfare nforimed that 13 out of 23 hospitals under
. their centrol have been made accessible The Indian Public Heaith Standards are
ender revision for inclusion of accessibility features and shall be issued shortly

11 Secretary, MolB informed that currently in addition to Doordarshan, 15 private

news channels are telecasting partially accessible news bulletins So far 150 news

hulleting have been telacast with suplithng/sign-language interoperation and 9 general
enterfamment channels have telecast 2486 scheduled programs/meovies  usin
’1.:J:!_.‘[f'-.||;'"ig_ =

g

I Secrelary, DEPwD also briefed about the other mnitiatives taken by the
Depariment including preparation of ready reckener of specifications of 10 key

teessibility features, launch of MIS portal, development of models far accessible

hasuuclure snd collaboration and oulreach initiatives. The Departiment has also
leveloped the "Sugamya Bharat APP for Jan Bhagidari as per the direciions of the
Pome Winister. Itis currently at User Acceptance Testing (UAT) stage and is expected
it dzunched in December 2020,

“Her deleifed deliberationg ke followine recommendations werga made.
9

Frogress of immplementation under the Accessible Irdia Campaign should be
egularly monitared oy DEPwWD and all Ministnes/Departments concerned to
ensure that the targets are met in a time bound manner. Secretary. DEPwD to
als¢ cocrdinate with Staie Governments to monitor the progress of the

programme

i ’ Ministries/Depariments to firm up sector-wiss accessibilily standards in
onsultation with Chief Commissioner Tor Persons with Disabilites and subnait
/ 0 DEFwD by June 2021. The best global standards should be studied while
l breparing the standards DEPwD o notify Rules containing sector-wise
iceessibiity standards al the =ailiest after receipt of proposals from Ministries

/ Tlepartmenis concermed.

DEPwL may organise webinarsiconierences with Ministres/ Departments lo
ensitise slakeholders. Key findings of these conferences may be placed in

IS domain

iv Ministnes/Departments to develop a mechanism_for shuring—informatiop
( ) reaanding faciliies and services for PwDs and obtaining feedback on_their
L - e e e e e e e
qualty and efficacy
2ol il

e et
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